3H-spiperone binding to lymphocytes in neuroleptic-naive-schizophrenia and the effect of neuroleptic treatment.
The aim of this study was to determine whether spiperone binding to lymphocytes could serve as a biological marker of susceptibility to schizophrenia and schizophrenic spectrum disorders or as a measure of response to neuroleptic treatment. Lymphocyte spiperone binding parameters (Bmax, KD) were assessed in 13 patients with schizophrenia and 4 patients with schizotypal personality disorder, all neuroleptic naive, and in 19 age- and sex-matched control subjects. A repeated determination was carried out in 11 of the schizophrenic subjects after several months of neuroleptic treatment. In addition, the binding characteristics of 12 of the schizophrenic/schizotypal patients were compared with those of 13 healthy family members and normal unrelated controls. No significant differences were detected between the schizophrenic subjects and controls before or after neuroleptic treatment or between the patients and their non-affected family members and controls.